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Adaptation of a quote attributed to Netsilik shaman, Orpingalik
trans. to Portuguese by Isabel Ferrand

Todo o meu Ser
All of my being (is a song)

Joan Szymko
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/clave

Não sei dizer-te quantas cançoes eu canto                     
Todo o meu ser é uma cançáo
E eu canto enquanto respiro

I can't tell you how many songs I sing
All of my being is a song and
I sing as I draw breath

/conga*
mf

mf
[slap]

& ∑
[tone]

∑
?
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∑ ∑
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/

*use a calf skin headed drum, not a djembe
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&Solo

nãosei di zer- te- quan - tas can çoes- eucan to,- não sei di zer- te-

3 3

? ∑ ∑ Solo or section:
mp

não sei di zer- te,-

3

&
?

cont. to end

/
/

cont. to end

&
quan tas- can çoes- eu can - to,

? PERU
SAL 

O
N
LY

não sei di zer- te quan tas can
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&
não sei di zer- te,- não sei di zer- te- quan tas- can çoes- eu can

3

-

?
çoes eu can to,- quan tas- can çoes- eu can to,-

3

&
3

?

&
to,

∑ ∑

?
não sei di zer- te- quan- tas can çoes- eu can to-

mp ∑
3

&
? dim. mp

/
mf

*add pandeiro

&
To

S
A

Tutti
mf

do- o

3

meuPERU
SAL 

O
N
LY

ser é

3

u ma- can
3

ção,- to do- o meu ser é

?
To

T
B

Tutti
mf

do- o

3

meu ser é

3

u ma- can
3

ção,- to do- o meu ser é

& ∏∏∏∏∏

?

* pandeiro rhythm pattern is a traditional Brazilain "roots" rhythm: partido alto
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j
œœ œœ œœ ™™ œœ œœ œœ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ ˙ ‰ œJœ
j œ œœœ œ ™ œ œœ ™ œ œ œœ œœ

˙̇̇̇ ‰ œœœ ™™™ ˙̇̇ ™™™
œœœœ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ œœœœ œœœœ

œœ
œ ™™™ œj ˙̇œ œ ww

w
˙
‰ œœ
>
™™ ˙̇

˙
˙ œœ

œ œœœ
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&
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S
A

f

ma- can ção-

opt. solo

e eu can to- en

3

quan- to- re

3

spi- ro,-

Tutti

eu

?
u

T
B

f

ma- can ção-

∑ Tutti

eu

&
?

&
can

dim.

to- en
3

quan- to- re

3

spi

p

- ro,-

pp

re spi- ro-

?
can

dim.

to- en
3

quan- to- re
3

spi

p

- ro,-

pp

re spi- ro-

&
?
mf dim. p

& PERU
SAL 

O
N
LY

∑ mp

Não sei di zer-? ∑ ∑

&
? mp
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˙̇œ œ ˙̇œ œ œ ™ œ œ ™ œ œ ™ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ œj œ ™
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&
Não sei di zer- te quan tas- can cões- eu can

mf

- to, nãosei di zer, te não seidi zer- te quan

âä
3

?
Não sei di zer- te quan tas- can cões- eu can

mf

to,- não seidi zer- te quan
3

&
3

? mf

&
tas

cresc.

- can ções- eu can - to,

f

Não sei di zer- te,-

3

&
H

tas

cresc.

can ções- eu can

f

- to, Não sei di zer- te,-

c3

?
tas

cresc.

- can ções- eu can

f

to,- Não

mf

sei di zer- te,-

3

3

&

?

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ# ™™ œœ œ œ ≈ œ œ œ œ œ œ ™ ‰ ≈ œ œ œ œ œ œœ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ ™™ œœ œœ Ó Ó ≈ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ

œ œœ. œœ Óœœœ. œœœ
œ œœœœ œœœœ œœœœ œœœ# œœœ œœœœ œœ œœ œ œœœ. œ œœœJ œ œœœ. œ œœœœ œœœœ ™™™™ œœœœ

j
œ œ

œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ

œ œ ™ œ œj œ œ# ™ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œj ‰ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ™ œj ‰

œ œ ™ œ œj œ œ ™ œ œ œ œ œ ™ œj ‰ Œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ œj ‰

œ œ ™ œœ œ ™ œ œjœJ œ œ ™ œ
œ œ ™ œ œ œ

œ ™ œ
œ œ ™ œJ

œj ‰ Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ œJ ‰

œœœœ
j

œœœœ œœœœ
j
œœœ# œœœ œœœœ œœ œœ œ œœœ. œ œœœJ œ œœœ. œ œœœ œ œ œœœ. œ œœœœœ œ

œ ™ œ œ œ œj œ œj œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ œ
≈ œ ™j œ ™ œ œ œ
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To

S
A

mf

do- o

3

meu ser é

3

u ma- can

3

ção,- to do- o meu

Sop div.

ser

cresc.

é u ma- can ção-

?
To

T
B

Tenor only
mf

do- o
3

meu ser é

3

u ma- can

3

ção,-

add Bass

to do- o meu ser

cresc.

é u ma- can ção-

& ∏∏∏∏∏

?

&
e eu

f

can to- en
3

quan- to- re

dim.

3
spi- ro,-

opt. solo

eu can to- en
3

quan- to re

3

spi- ro,-

? f

can

Ten. only

to- en
3

quan- to- re

dim.

3
spi- ro,-

∑ ∑

&
mf

?
mf

& PERU
SAL 

O
N
LY

tutti S/A

re

mf

spi- ro- re

mp

spi- ro-

? tutti T/B
mf

re spi- ro-

mp

re spi- ro-

&
?

œ œ œ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœ ˙ ‰ œœ
j
œœ œœ œœœ ™™™ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœ œœ ™™ œœ œœ œœ ˙̇ œœ ™™ ‰

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ‰ œJœ
j œ œœœ œ ™ œ œœ ™ œ œ œœ œœ œ ™ œœ ™ œ œ œ wœ œ ˙ œJ œ ™

˙̇̇̇
‰ œœœ ™™™ ˙̇̇ ™™™

œœœœ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ œœœœ œœœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ œœœ

Óœœ
œ ™™™ œj ˙̇œ œ ww

w
w
‰ œœ
>
™™ ˙̇

˙ œœ
œ œœœ ˙̇̇ œœœJ œ œJ ˙̇

‰ œ œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œj œ ™ Œ ‰ œ œj œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

˙
œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œJ œ ™

œœœ œœœ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ œœœœ. œœœœ ˙̇ ˙̇̇̇ ˙̇̇̇ œœœœ. œœœœ

Óœœ œœ
˙̇œ œ ˙̇œ œ Óœ ™ œ Óœ œ œj œ œj

˙̇œ œ ˙̇œ œ Óœ ™ œ œ ™ œ

w œ ‰ œj œ œ œ œ ‰ œj œ œ œ w

Œ ™ œJ œ œ œ ˙ Œ ™ œœJ
œœ œœ ˙̇ ™™ ww

œœ œœ œœ œœ œœœœ. œœœœ ˙̇ œœœœ. œœœœ œœ œœ œœ œœ œœœœ. œœœœ ˙̇ œ œœ. œ œœ

œ ™œ œ œ ™ œ Óœ œ œj œ ™ Óœ ™ œ œ ™œ œ ™ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ œ ™œ œ œ œ ™ œ œ œ
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DICTION GUIDE

Não                      ão like the own in town, but nasalized
sei                        ei like the ay in day
dizer-te                 d like the dg in judge
                             -te like the chee in cheese
quantas                 qu like the qu in quota  (kwantahs
cançoes                -çoes like oys of toys, but nasalized 
eu                         ay-ooh
canto / Todo         ending o vowel sounds like oo of food 
                              kahn-too   / toh-doo 
o meu                   ooh may-ooh
ser                         e like ai in air
é uma                    é like a in spade / ooh mah
canção                   -ção  like ow in wow, but nasalized 
E eu                       elide vowels as:  ee -ooh  (ee as in seed)
quanto enquanto    kwan-too    ayn-kwan too
respiro                    hay - spee - roo ( r in last  syllable is flipped )

c     before an e or i — pronounced like the s in safe
c     before an a, o or u — pronounced like the c in cat
ç     before an a, o or u—  pronounced like the s in safe

                    January, 2009  Itaparica, Bahia  Brazil
                    composed while a Fellow at Instituto Sacatar

With Portuguese lyrics and Brazilian flavor, Todo o Meu Ser
has roots with the Netsilik Inuit, indigenous peoples inhabiting 
the Arctic regions of North America.  In 2009, while a Fellow at 
the Instituto Sacatar Residency in Bahia, Brazil, I was inspired 
to set this favorite quote,  accredited to the Netsilik shaman, 
Oripingalik.    —Joan Szymko

Joan Szymko (b.1957)  Szymko's  music is widely performed 
in North America, and is sung at choral festivals and compe-
titions around the globe. A frequently commissioned  com-
poser, she was honored by the American Choral Directors 
Association as the recipient of the prestigious Raymond W. 
Brock Memorial Commission for 2010. The resulting SATB 
work,"All Works of Love,” is available through Santa Barbara 
Music Publishing, Szymko's primary publisher since 1998. 
Her music also appears in the catalogs of Roger Dean Music 
Publishing, earthsongs, Treble Clef Press and Yelton Rhodes 
Music. Szymko also writes for the stage and has enjoyed a 
creative collaborative relationship with  Do Jump! Movement 
Theater in Portland, Oregon since 1995.  Joan Szymko is a 
member of IMP, Independent Music Publishers Cooperative. 
(www.imp.coop)
 
For more information, visit  www.joanszymko.com.
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