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JOAN SZYMKO

To the Westminster Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir, Portland, Oregon
Debra Glaze, Director

A Portal of Hope

Lyrics adapted by the composer from

poetry excerpts attributed to Rumi (1207-1273) Joan Szymko
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There is a candle in your heart, ready to be kindled.
There is a void in your soul, ready to be filled.
You feel it, don't you?

Why do you stay in prison when the door is open wide?

Come, come, whoever you are:

Wanderer, wonderer, worshipper, infidel, come!

Come, even if you've broken your vow a thousand times—
Come. Come again.

Open your hands, if you want to be held.
Open your heart, light the fire within.
Open your soul if you want to be filled.
Ours is a portal of hope,

Come as you are.

Come, come, whoever you are

Wanderer, wonderer, worshipper, infidel, come!

Come, even if you have broken your vow a thousand times,
Come. Come again!

— text adapted from excerpts of poems attributed to Rumi (1207-1273)
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