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AMY LOWELL (18974-1925)

“During a career that spanned just over a dozen
years, she wrote and published over 650 poems,
yet scholars cite Lowell's tireless efforts to awaken
American readers to contemporary trends in poetry

as her more influential contribution to literary history.

"Poet, propagandist, lecturer, translator, biographer,
critic . . . her verve is almost as remarkable as her
verse,"opined poet Louis Untermeyer in his 1923
work American Poetry since 1900. A collection of
Lowell's work, published posthumously as What's
O’Clock?, was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry
in 1926.” (©The Poetry Foundation)

Lowell was an early proponent of “free verse”
poetry. She was also influenced by and championed
the imagist school of poetry. Consequently her
poems have a more contemporary feel than a lot

of early 20th century poetry. Untermeyer also
remarked about Lowell: “She was upon the surface
of things a Lowell, a New Englander and a spinster.
But inside everything was molten like the core of the
earth... Given one more gram of emotion, Amy
Lowell would have burst into flame and been
consumed to cinders.”

A Winter Ride
by Amy Lowell

Who shall declare the joy of the running!

Who shall tell of the pleasures of flight!

Springing and spurning the tufts of wild heather,

Sweeping, wide-winged, through the blue
dome of light.

Everything mortal has moments immortal,

Swift and God-gifted, immeasurably bright.

So with the stretch of the white road before me,

Shining snow crystals rainbowed by the sun,

Fields that are white, stained with long, cool,
blue shadows,

Strong with the strength of my horse as we run.

Joy in the touch of the wind and the sunlight!

Joy! With the vigorous earth | am one.

FROM THE COMPOSER

Poet Amy Lowell captures the rush, the exhilaration
of riding a horse through a snowy field on a bright,
brisk winter day. There are those experiences, often
while out in nature or in the wild, when physical
boundaries disappear and one loses oneself in a
joyful, timeless realization of oneness. Lowell's

“A Winter Ride" is such an experience! It is to be
sung with joyful abandon. Tempo and dynamic
instructions are explicit and best be followed.

JOAN SZYMKO

Joan Szymko's choral music is regularly performed
at national and international choral festivals,
competitions and conferences. While using a familiar
music vocabulary, she creates works that are
nonetheless fresh and engaging. The American
Choral Director’s Association recognized Szymko's
lasting impact on the choral arts in America by
selecting her as a recipient of the prestigious
Raymond W. Brock Memorial Commission in 2010.
Szymko lives and works in the beautiful Pacific
Northwest. A dynamic conductor, she has served on
the choral music faculty of Portland State University
and has led Aurora Chorus as Artistic Director since
1993. As a visiting artist, Szymko workshops her
compositions with choirs in a variety of educational
and festival settings across the country and abroad.
For more info, visit www.joanszymko.com


http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poet.html?id=81044

for Aurora Chorus, December 2018

A Winter Ride

Amy Lowell ( 1874-1925) Joan Szymko
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