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Lifting As We Climb

Hundreds of women
gave the accumulated

possibilities of an entire lifetime,
thousands gave years of their lives,
hundreds of thousands gave constant interest,
and such aid as they could.
It was a continuous, seemingly endless
chain of activity...
Young suffragists who helped forge the
last links of that chain
were not born when it began.
Old suffragists who forged the first links

were dead when it ended.’
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Lifting As We Climb
No. 1 What We Do— Now

poem by Ellen Hagan Joan Szymko
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Lifting As We Climb
No. 2 Organize, Agitate, Educate!

Lyric created by the composer from quotes by the following:
Sarah Grimke, Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth,

Carrie Catt, Anna Julia Cooper, Lucy Stone Joan Szymko
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(Carrie Chapman Catt)
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Lifting As We Climb
No. 3 We Shake We Shine

Lyric by the composer with adaptations of quotes by

Coretta Scott King, Ida B. Wells, Alice Paul &

Mary Church Terrell
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Epilogue

“We shall someday be heeded, and when we shall have our amendment
to the constitution of the United States, everybody will think it was always so,
just exactly as many young people believe that all the privileges, all the freedoms,
all the enjoyments which woman now possesses always were hers.
They have no idea how every single inch of ground
that she stands upon today has been gained by the
hard work of some little handful of women in the past.”

— Susan B Anthony
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Lifting As We Climb

song lyrics

No.1 What We Do—Now

We mourn, we bless,

we blow, we wail, we
wind—down, we sip,

we spin, we blind, we
bend, bow & hem. We
hip, we blend, we bind,
we shake, we shine,
shine. We lips & we
teeth, we praise & protest.
We document & we
drama. We demand &
we flow, fold & hang
loose. We measure &

we moan, mourn & whine
low. & we live, and we
breathe. & some of the time,
we don't.

Tonight, | am here. Here
& tired. Here & awake,
sure, & alive. Yes here &
still, still here, still & here
& still awake & still still
alive.

No. 2 Organize, Agitate, Educate!

| ask no favors, | ask no favors for my sex;
all I ask of my brethren is that they will
take their feet from off our necks!

Organize, agitate, educate!

We'll have our rights;

see if we don't;

and you can't stop us from them;

see if you can; You may hiss as much as you like,
but it's coming’

Organize, agitate, educate!
We'll win the vote; see if we don't.
It is the emblem of equality,
the guarantee of liberty.

spoken:
We ask justice, we ask equality, we ask that all civil
and political rights that belong to citizens of the
United States be guaranteed to us and our daughters
forever.

(No.2 cont.)

spoken:
We take our stand on the solidarity of humanity, the
oneness of life, and the injustice of all special
favoritism,
whether of sex, race, country, or condition.
If one link of the chain is broken, the chain is broken.
sung:
Organize, agitate, educate!
Roll up your sleeves, set your mind to making history,
and wage such a fight as the whole world will respect
our sex.
To the wrongs that need resistance,
To the right that needs assistance,
To the future in the distance, give yourselves!
Organize!

No.3 We Shake We Shine

The struggle is never ending.

Freedom is never really won.

You earn it and win it in each generation.

You earn it and win it for all of us,

every one of us, for all of us— for the people.

We the people— Shake the foundations of privilege
We the people —Shine the light of truth

Right the wrongs!

Press on! Hold on for the common good.

We shake, we shake
We shine, we shine
Onward and upward,
Upward and onward—
Lifting as we climb.

The struggle is never ending.
Keep your hands on the plow—
Upending hypocrisy,

Defending democracy
Demanding equality

It's our turn, it's our time—

Our turn, our time is now!

We shake, we shake
We shine , we shine
Onward and upward,
Upward and onward—
Lifting as we climb!



