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SEED

a setting of Declaration, a poem
by
Elsa Gidlow

for
SATB chorus & piano



JOAN SZYMKO

Joan Szymko (b.1957) is widely regarded as an outstanding
choral composer in North America today. Her works consistently
display a discerning, stirring marriage of words and music. The
American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) recognized
Szymko's lasting impact on the choral arts in North America by
selecting her as a recipient of the prestigious Raymond W.
Brock Memorial Commission (2010) Notably, her music has
been sung on stage or in sessions at every national ACDA
conference since 2003. A dynamic conductor, Joan has led
choirs in the Pacific Northwest for over forty years. As a visiting
artist, Szymko workshops her compositions with choirs in
academic and festival settings in the US and abroad. As a
resident composer and performer with Portland’s Do Jump!
Movement Theater, she created underscoring for major touring
productions, earning praise from the New York Times for her
“ethereal vocal music.” Szymko's catalog of over 150 choral
works can be explored on her website: www.joanszymko.com

ELSA GIDLOW (1898-1986)

“Elsa Gidlow was a British-born, Canadian-raised, American
poet, freelance journalist, philosopher. Elsa triumphed over
childhood poverty, lack of formal education, and family tragedy
to become a pioneering lesbian poet, bohemian free spirit,
spiritual mystic, and an apostle of Eastern philosophies. By
being true to her nature, she remained decades ahead of her
time. She wrote On A Grey Thread (1923), the first volume of
openly lesbian love poetry published in North America, when
she was 23. In the 1950s, Gidlow helped found a bohemian
community in Marin County, California. The community became
known as Druid Heights, the name she had given to her land.

In 1962 she, along with Alan Watts, formed the Society of
Comparative Philosophy. She provided Alan a place to live
and write during the last years of his life. Elsa was the author
of thirteen books and appeared as herself in the documentary
film, Word Is Out: Stories of Some of Our Lives (1977).
Completed just before her death, her autobiography, Elsa, [
Come with My Songs (1986), recounts eight decades of her
life story.”

—“Elsa Gidlow & Druid Heights” www.poet-warrior.com

Declaration

I am a seed in the dust,

A live root bedded in night,

And | am filled with a lust

for something the worms call light.
From what seed-pod | was blown
Matters little to me,

Why and by whom | was sown
Or what the reaping may be.

| only wait for my hour

When | shall be done with night,
When [ shall thrill into flower
And drink till | die of light.

—from On A Grey Thread (1923)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marin_County,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word_Is_Out:_Stories_of_Some_of_Our_Lives

Commissioned by the Contra Costa Chorale as a heartfelt gift to
Artistic Director Cindy Beitmen in commemoration of 12 years of inspiration and guidance

SEED

Elsa Gidlow (1898-1986)

Joan Szymko

-=60
 u t pP___3
p" A TN - T - T [ p— T 0
SOPRANO |Hey—H—"% | = B S E— — y -
ANSY  ; I i < R B o K E———————
) ~——
I am a seed,_
. P 3
p AT/ T T [ ——r T 0
ALTO |5 - ! - = i s S y -
D 4 | | o g0y ¢ i
Q) N—
I am a seed,__
Hut,
TENOR |Hfes—"% I [ [ 1%
E)y  ; I I I i
— Lk
BASS |E - 14 | | 1%
< 3 I I I i
“\
R.H.
.=60 6=
 S—
p #nr -/ %ﬁo 'lm )
o 474 = — 00 =t =%
ANDY g @ © = €
[y LH E o _|OSx | & /I -~
Piano mf o m Bﬁ
L= ————
7, o 8o - PN ﬁ%
T L 3 é . Py | = ‘
¥ b o
Red_ — A A

Copyright ©2024 by Joan Szymko
Poem, "Declaration" from On a Grey Thread is in the public domain



poco accel.

mp

mp
Tempo primo

Tempo primo

dust.
dust.

I 3
| J
I 3

I/

y— Y/
y— Y/

I am a seed in the
I am a seed in the

Meno mosso
Meno mosso

-2

P A DAE- X))
hll - AL <]

/OO ) )
7

)« 4

\

)

< m._ .NIA. < m._ Wini

h i

in the dust.
in the dust.

|

poco accel.
|
mf
V4
A
I am a seed
mf
|

SRR
M\
A%
©” N4
\ e
AN N
<
b JAz Y
S s
gL v N
= = =
| p==
= v 14 g v vl
2N N

mp
mp

-

N —

e =

l/

in the dust.
in the dust.

i i

I am a seed
I am a seed
I am a seed

i i it

"

6

Meno mosso

Y ]

_

seed,
seed,

a
—3
am a seed,

=

mp
A tempo
ped. simile

L
P AT )

2




11

Tempo primo — m m
up o POP Y s, L
S - = A ! N
: / ) o i — T - = i’ —
live root bed-ded in night, And I am  filled__ with a lust for some- thing
A.
live root bed-ded in night, And I am filled__ with a lust for some-thing
W mp—— mf —3— M mp
T " 5 _— — ]
B |nsS% I - Tt R — — - — ) I
) a—— x —_— Y —_— 4
And I am  filled__ with a lust f some-thing__
mp —_ m
- P — mf —3— M /1;\ T \
B. |F*)—5tt= - F= e e |5 S S e —Ng— — P—<—]
) S | r e e ey 222" T ghe o2 7|
N x e \m
And I am  filled__ with a dust for Ygome - thing
11 Tempo primo
> 4 #u## 4 - Z
[ o TR % %
A3, 4 O 3 vy
© 4 g
Pno. mp P p
N | |
Yzl e 9 4
= e o 4 A
r O e ~
5 i —
0SSO
15 P 82
r (s 8.
P A SN SN T . @) T 14
s|l6=70 & | = 2
B RS e — — R A— S I i 3
!) ’ 4 <
some- thing the woprns call liglit.
Hut, P
i T — I - 58
A. |Hes——"—7>D i [ 1%
;‘¥ i >y S i L ;
some - thi the wog
g P
p A" ZVNAE — T T - T - 14
T. |Hey——¢ e I I I %
AN, Lt : : i i i L ;
y some - thing call light.
P 1 1 rre
T L i — T - T 5
B- . i I al -I I I I - ID I’A
ﬂﬁ:gj e i i i L ;
N I
some - thing call light. Mm
Piu mosso
15 =82
u i, . 4 . | P o ﬁf o 2. o
p” AT . f f i f o i o f o 5
y i — T f i i i i i i i i i
ey "¢ i i o ™ E—— i i i i i i )/
A3, | i L ;
e [ 4 b <
Pno. J J 4
| i . | N oI |
oyt — Iy h P —— N— &5
Y s I @ ] ———— (6—1—*® o Vi e ) /
S L — S eo p— o= s ;
o




mp

[

and by whom

L)

I was

Why

mp

I was

and by whom

Why

19
r (s o

]
o
4 N -
(V4
5} [y
- )< <N A
P
g g A N
v &r
Y
‘No o Q4
Y
o
5
o
o) o
»n B
[+
E:
- 'y =
3 g
o ‘A
1 .I/m .
IR & RNE
N A A N muny
M <
<
=
g
e
fy
' 11N QL A@ N
\
ol e
[
N il Y
( B 1D
T TSy i TSy Sq
v v AN a vl i va v T
- == =
B = p== = =
a v = va 14 ¥ f= v v
N N e N 2N Ko
£ N — e’
% < & 22 S
[a B}

mp

me,
Mm

Hu t.
P A D)

Al LN TIALT 2 @ ]

s Hu .

“\




THIS PAGE LEFT BLANK FOR
COPYRIGHT PROTECTION

JOAN SZYMKO ¢

composer * conductor « publisher



poco accel. _

wait,
wait,

ly
ly

on
on

P A T
0w .
- i)
P A DAL ]

34
r u t.

L
AN = _ 4 = Iy &
_ S| ol
| ) ' = Vin g
| © CSNFTESME
_ o N
| 3
_ L [ N M| = fe
FNH EEE L
LB
.Fb 8

&
o —

hour

my

for

wait

ly

on

ped. simile

T
' AT\ i v v 1% % IR It
R~ B o C i
Raa Rax Rax = &
iy ikt B - N
© AL NEe NEre N h
\
N —
%) < B m.
A~y



ly

on

wait,
wait,

ly
ly

on
on

70

hour
hour,
L]

A AR
b

4 AE O
RN

p A AL )
RN

y 4l

[ fan )

- # 1.

il ALK )

38
r (s o

my
—
my

for
for
for

T.

' o
q < T
| g
s ™ 1 e A e ™
B = = B = = B = = A B == = A =
R R Ra™ R R R
AN N X AN N N B v v g v s
3 1 3 3 3 w3 i
o NI a s N O o= N N )
N —

e} ; S

a « < = =}

~ ~



10

4 FE O

42
r (s o

my

wait for

ly

on

hour,

o« t.
p AL

hour

Hu t.

A gt of

y AW

[ fan

my

for

wait

[ =

hour,

\

hour,

my

for

ly wait

on

T.

rit. _

Ternpo primo

1 TN :v
Al
/ A
I . )
.FIW
[
i o ]
] BN
g =)
11'3 [ m
( | k>
Sl —~ \ a
o
g
' feee
v v AN v v s va v T = v v
JXINT Eiviyg JXINT iy Eiviyg
X XX XX i w XX
B E=all s | a3
X
i
! | Nl
! <
, N
.ﬁ... It Qo
- [
Tw
/6
[ " /l
2 =]
o @]
] <= <
L va e v vd 3 fs va v AN
E = == X = ==
B | B B=
e v va AN = v v fa va v = va 14
SN N N TN
(’/\'\
< g
Ay

W




THIS PAGE LEFT BLANK FOR
COPYRIGHT PROTECTION

JOAN SZYMKO ¢

composer * conductor « publisher



12

[T « ] ] IB ]
| 8 8 8 | E
3 B 3 B
o o
& iy 2 Hihvze &h 2 B E _ _
= = =
m ~e m L m m P d
C Py C w L Calll CalL
— 2 g z 2
rdeGlemJ lefmJ ,lfmJ ]
[ [ < < IN
Lty =lAl 2 0lm 2 Liire |t
_l 2 | 2 _1 2 _l m 2
| | A | A nil
v o o o o
2 < L 2
=] W] & | & L &
™ B B : I_m L
HEL ) — T1e — | [0~ .VO_H
8 |7 .mP L m & W m ] Ur.m
N N o N .nv
8
2 £
1 [ NG Q| oD [ Ho
A A T & nill: & ™
[ Yo NG=! [ InNGIN=!
jia o e
9] Q| ©
o kY T oo
. M) Mol
m I I 2 ™ 2 m ) (Y
=) o o =)
m. B m L m m. e %
£ £
& e £ e & N
EN ] BN BN 3 Ny
o N XD NG e N o N N
5 / N N .\ 5 N
—————
%) < = S
[al

I/
s 3
%

for

lust

By

N

ight.

for

lust

N/

[ 4
P’ A

©

light.

for

lust

M OO

| i - A

i 3

light.

for

lust

=80

Y

Piu mosso

,‘
x| | | |

I/

0O

4 .
EE TV . I 4]
it

i

i
2T 1]

N
D]

L = O
bl /1
T =% g~

A
]

\

2

i

ped. as before



shall be done,

I

When

mp

fo)
|

hall be done,

=

2Pl

cresc.

BV

13

wait for my hour

on - ly

mp

o LT
T
Hu t.

o LT
Bl T~ IV
-

s« #.

o LT
g

O

hll X~ TVE ]

A

60
r u t.
[ fan

\

] ‘N . "
XIII = | -]
N e
i
N
] M”_
il n |
1] R -
Y ke B s
b & (Te ¢ & v & .
Ke
=
2 5
T
NI g
HY g < <
. —
Im - lm lw Fiviyg AA
IERlE : [l 4
N E N =
.m L) LQuu \OA\L MT‘
By~ By - -
¢ Ao ov b BN
R== RE = R R3S = =
pios fL Y fLn 3
B == Ay E == = E == E ==
R RE= R RE=
AN s v 1 s v o s vi 1 B v Nt
SN MNP 29N N N A\




3

mf

€r

flow

14
to

in

3

66
r u t.
o LT
e
s« #.
P A AL
Rl T~ TV
| an W
Ot
P A DA ]
":k;u'rr#
S
66

\

T

I
I
I

till
till
till

die,
mf

drink

I

till

|

And drink

I
I

When I shall thrill,
And drink

D)
|4

er

When I shall thrill

I

When 1 shall thrill

F 70"

“\

Py
Ing &

)

L)

&

68

H=

ped. simile

"




And

I die

till

=
drink

1P

die
H=
die

He'

e
I

I

15
till
till

accel. _

[
And drink
[

And drink

die
die

P AT
Hu t.
P A L)
it
O+t
P A DAL ]

s Hu .

NTT <0 |6 n
® | THE S s HRE S
o1 , [ 1
Ll
' ~4 ~G ~G

(]
o
p—
A wa \N wﬁlw

!

i

o
thrill

2] ;
hdll - IVNK - ()
i v
T
die

V4

\

of

ML

he =t

s *

p—

-0

die

-

die,
e @

I

till

Py
®

I

il - 3%
drink
o)
0 @

P 2 A
Sy EptE g

O+ 1.
P A D)
D)
ryax
4

’.

74

“\

Pno. {



mp——— mf

mf

16

Tempo primo

1 1 1 1
rmJ \QI{ \m&ié R
® v
. f | oo &
Mb W’ NV m.o 1 ~
= AN _
m NP
5 UL G
~y
~¢
(%
6 B
Q- il ™ %
4 my i o mimyl muwy)
&
o =) o &g " "
5 5 NI& fE &
e o S o & 3 e S
3 R R=s - m I | [ Red
fLvad gL v r N Q 8 NN L vavd
| == E== T A ==
= | | B = =
a v = v vd fLva s v s va v
A NE o= NI S
d N —
H o S
~



